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Biography

 

Kiel Van Daal is the co-founder and Managing Director of 
Sydney-based creative agency Digilante and the incoming 
2018 President of the Entrepreneurs’ Organisation (EO) 
Sydney.  

Kiel is an outgoing, proactive young entrepreneur who possesses a unique 

drive and passion for life that he infuses into all of his endeavours. He 

attributes this in part to the challenges he has faced with having mild 

cerebral palsy. There were times where the frustration of not being just 

like everyone else impacted upon Kiel. Overcoming those challenging 

times has helped to influence Kiel’s determination to succeed in life and 

business. 

In 2013 Kiel partnered with Eric O’Brien and co-founded Digilante a 

creative agency that combines new technologies with traditional creative 

marketing to deliver engaging campaigns and customer experiences 

for brands like Rugby Australia, Bethesda, Qudos Bank, NSW Health, 

Mercedes Benz Sydney, Eclipx Group, Chubb Insurance, and City of 

Sydney. The rapid success of Digilante has seen it rank in BRW’s Fast 

Starters twice, and achieving turnover into the millions in only a few short 

years.

As an advocate for entrepreneurism and small business, Kiel was chosen 

to take on the role of President of the Entrepreneurs Organisation (EO) 

Sydney for 2018 after serving on the board for two years prior.  

Kiel’s conversational skills and outgoing personality help him to feel at 

home talking on panels and sharing not only his technological expertise 

but also his refreshing approach to work life balance. He strongly believes 

that entrepreneurs must not work themselves into the ground and that 

burnout needs be avoided if success is to remain long term. 

Though Kiel is a Sydney-sider originally, he now shares his time between 

Sydney, Melbourne and Singapore. 
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Kiel Van Daal is Sydney based and travels regularly between Sydney, Melbourne and Singapore.

Kiel Van Daal Speaking Topics 

Overcoming adversity – 

How this young entrepreneur has defied mild cerebral palsy to become a successful 
business leader and cofounder of a multi million dollar creative agency.

The best businesses thrive on intergenerational culture –  

Here is why and how to make it happen, based on my experience.

Stop glorifying working yourself into the ground – 

Burnout needs be avoided if success is to remain long term. Entrepreneurs should use 
their sweat, blood and loyalty to build up profit to be able to invest in the right people 
(e.g. CEOs) to help run their businesses.

To rebrand, or not to rebrand – 

Some businesses rebrand like it is going out of fashion.  
Here are the conditions that should be in place to warrant a  
rebrand, and here’s when it won’t work.

Don’t let your fear of technology leave your  
traditional business behind –  

Combining emerging technologies with your traditional business will give you a 
competitive edge that is needed if you are to be more successful than the bigger 

businesses that are winning more clients than you.


